Descent Scenario 1

Dennis is 20 years old and lives with his parents. He works at a metal construction
company and is has a girl friend Jasmine, 18 years old. She is also apprentice and
also lives with her parents.

for quite some time, both have wanted to live together and they are looking for ann
affordable and cosy two-bedroom apartment.

After three months of searching, they have found an apartment that suits their
expectations. Two rooms, kitchen, bathroom with a balcony situated in a suburb.

The rent is 300 € per month. This is no problems for them. Dennis’ income per month
is € 895, Jasmine earns as apprentice medical assistant € 240 per month.

They do not sign a rent contract because the landlord is a good friend of Jasmine's
aunt.

Beacuse the bus service from the new apartment to his job is very unfavorable,
Dennis leases a car. The monthly rate is 214 €.

Jasmine has calculated that after deducting the monthly electricity costs (56 €) and
the telephone bill (50 €), they will still be able to spend 515 € for their personal
needs. They will not be able to make savings, but they do not mind because they get
their money regularly. So you get along well, especially since Dennis can eat his
lunch with his mother and Jasemin already holds regular diet.

They plan to buy some of the furniture for the new dwelling with an installment loan.
Because they have a regular income this is not a problem. They can pay the rate of
150 € per month if they calculate precisely and do not aford "extras". Jasmin also
expects that she will - as always - receive a gift of money for her birthday from her
aunt, and Dennis is waiting for his promised wage increase. So they even have a
little reserve.

At the beginning of the new year a letter for Dennis and Jasmine arrives. The
landlord has sent a bill: 360 euros for heating, garbage collection, water, waste water
and insurance, and a monthly charge for the additional costs of 30 €.

Both are shocked - they did not expect this!

Tasks

1. Read the case study carefully.

2. Place the revenue and expenditure in relation to how much money remains for
both. How much remains for them to live?

3. What could have done Dennis and Jasmine differently? — Discuss this in the group
and present your ideas in the group.



